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BAPTIST/MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, 
wee Aſſembled at NorTHAMPTON, June 6, 7, and 8, 1786: 5 


Maintaining the important Doctrines of Three equal Perſons in 
the Godhead; eternal and perſonal Election; original Sin; particular 
Redemption; free Juſtification by the Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs; efficacious Grace in Regeneration; the final Perſeverance of the 
Saints, and the Independency or Congregational Order of the Churches 
of Chriſt inviolably. | uy 


rr 


To the ſeveral Churches they repreſent, or have received Letters from, 
meeting at Codnor, Sutton - Aſhfield, Nottingham, Sheepſhead, 
Leiceſter, Sutton - in- the- Elms, Arnſby, Foxton, Clipſton, Oak- 
ham, Spalding, Soham, Kettering, Walgrave, Guilfborough, 

Northampton, Road, Olney, and St. Alban's; alſo many other 
Churches, not yet in the Aſſociation, who, notwithſtanding, 

countenance it by the Attendance of their Miniſters, and many of 
their Members, - | 5 


Dear Brathren ! | 
| HROUGH the goodneſs of God, we met together at the time and 
place appointed; and have the felicity of being able to add, that 
we met in love, received pleaſure and profit from our interview, and 
+ parted in peace. A moderator being choſen, one of the brethren in- 
troduced the aſſociation with prayer. The letters from the churches were 
then read. The contents, as uſual, were various; but, on the whole, 
were judged to be more encouraging, than for ſeveral years back, Some 
indeed brought complaints of deadneſs in the church, and want of con» 
verſion in the congregation. May the Lord revive and build up thoſe 
parts of Zion! Others contained intelligence of a more pleaſing kind; 
a meaſure of proſperity being evidently enjoyed in ſeveral places. May 
the Lord make thankful, and keep humble! The monthly meetings of 
Prayer, for the general ſpread of the goſpel, appear to be kept up with 
= degree of ſpiric,*® This, we hope, will yet be the caſe. Ban 2 4 
4 ä . 8 5 


For an account of them, ſee our letter for the year 1784. And brother Fuller's 
ſermon, entitled, © The Nature and Importance of walking by Faith.“ Sold by 
Buckland, London, price 6d. | | 
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de not weary in well-doing, for in due time ye ſhall reap, if ye faint not. 
We learn that many other churches, in different, and ſome in diſtant parts 
of the land, and ſome of different denominations, have voluntarily ac- 
ceded to tlie plan. We communicate the above information, for your 
encouragement. Once more we would invite all who love truth and holi- 
neſs, into whoſe hands our letter may fall, to unite their help. Let ſo- 


cieties, let families, let individuals, who are friends to the cauſe of Chriſt, 


unite with us, not only daily, but in a particular manner, at the appointed 
ſeaſon. 9 With pleaſure we were informed of an open door in many 
places, for the preaching of the goſpel, We requeſt it of our friends, 


that they would encourage the occational miniſtry. of the word in their 


reſpective villages and neighbourhoods, where they may be ſituated, to 
the utmoſt of their power. Be not backward to appear on God's fide, 
Any applications of this kind, we mean to. comply with, as far as we can, 
We have for a number of years addreſſed you, dear brethren, on 
various important branches of chriſtianity. Our letters have been the 


fruit of ſincere affection, and unfeigned concern for your ſpiritual welfare, 


' Surely. we may hope, that what we have ſaid, is not forgotten. We en- 


treat you to review our annual epiſtles. We truſt, we may ſay, that dur 


concern for the proſperity of your ſouls, has animated us to ſome degrees 
of ſerious prayer and cloſe ſtudy, in drawing them up for your uſe. We 
ſay not this by way of ſelf-commendation : no, but under a deep ſenſe of 
the excellence of the truths, they contain, and the importance of your pay- 
Ing a proper attention to thoſe doctrines they are deſigned to explain. 

The natural, but ſerious queilion having been propoſed, What ſhall 
be the ſulje&t of our next annual letter?“ - We ſaid one to another, 
% What will be moſt ſuitable? What is moſt neceſſary?.. What can we 
de think of, that will be molt for general advantage?“ - We pauſed, We 
thought? We freely ſpoke our ſentiments.—At length we determined. 
The ſubject on which we have fixed, is that of the /a54arh, We attend 


to it the more chearfully, becauſe we know you will approve of our 


choice. You love that ſacred day; it is dear to your very ſouls. 

Before we enter upon the ſubject, let us explain the term. When you 
meet with the word /abbath, in your Englith bibles, you may obſerve, 
that it is a hebrew term, left untranſlated, It literally fignifies in our 
language, re/?. Thus, when it is ſaid of the creator of all things, in 
Gen. ii. 2. ** he reſted on the ſeventh day;“ and again, ver. 3. he 
reſted from all his work,“ it is the ſame word which is rendered / 
throughout the bible, Had it been left untranſlated in theſe paſſages, as 
it often is, it would have read, he /abbatized,” or kept a ſabbath ;” 
i. e. he ceaſed, or deſiſted, or reſted on the ſeventh day from the work of 
creation, in which he had been employed the preceding ſix. 

The firſt idea of a /ab4b4h ſeems then to be, ** a laying aſide of our 
euſual buſineſs.” Apreeably to this, we find it expreſsly enjoined in the 
fourth commandment, „ in it thou ſhalt do no manner of work.” But 


are we to ſtop here? Are we to out. it merely as a day of inactivity 


and indolence? If ſo, the molt flothful would bid fair to keep it beſt, — 
No;—let us not ſo diſparage this ſacred day. The interruption of our 
worldly buſineſs, is in order that we may have leiſure for, attention to, and 
activity in, what 4s proper to the day. 
| The 


$ One hour, the firſt Monday evening, in every calender month. : 
T In like manne in the New Teſtament the words baptize and baptiſm are 
retained from the gk. | 


1 


The /abbath then we conſider, as that day which is dimin Jet. apart, 
for religious ends and purpoſes, The truth of our aſſertion we mean firlt 
to prove. That being done, we intend to explain and enforce the article 
of practice, which will reſult from it. DE EM. | 

That there is a God, is one of the firſt principles of natural and revealed 
religion. That he is the greateſt and beſt of heings, is the next. That 
he ought to be worſhipped, follows of courſe, If he is to be worſhipped, 
time mult be allotted for the work. The advantages that attend our 
having ſome fixed ſeaſon for that purpoſe, are ſelf. evident. The only 
queſtion then is, “ what portion of time.“ Have we any rule or directory 
from heaven on this head? Might we not naturally expect one? Shall the 
appointment be left to human direction, and ſo be determined according 
to our inclination? This would be to make man a lJeg:/ator in what 
relates to the ſervice of God. No authority can, with any propriety, be 


acknowledged, in fixing or appointing the preciſe time, but that of 


Jehovah. And has he any where done 1t? Let us enquire. We will 
turn to the moral law. In the fourth commandment, we find it fixed. 
That ſacred precept demands a-/ewventh part, or one day in ſeven. And 

"ſets before us his own example to enforce the command. Fork in 
fix days the Lord made õtaven and earth, the ſea, and all that is in them, 
and RESTED THE SEVENTH DAY.” Here God's rellinp, is given as the 
reaſon why we ſhould 7%, and his reſting on the /eventh day is held up 
for our imitation, as the reaſon why we mult reſt on 7hat day too. The 
divine conduct is repreſented as a pattern for us to follow. Certainly this 
reaſon applies now with force quite equal to what it ever did. There is 
nothing in it either temporary or local. 'Thus, an obſervance of the 
ſabbath, is an imitation of an example of the higheſt dignity, and an act 
of obedience to a precept of the greateſt authority. 

Even though we ſhould allow this precept to bo; in a ſenſe a pœftive one, 
yet its nece/ſity is plain and ſelf-evident. Withoat it, our OE to 
worſhip God, which are moſt clearly moral, could not be fulfilled. Proper 
acts of worſhip cannot be performed, unleſs proper portions of time are 
allotted for the work. And as not only perſonal, but ſocial acts of re- 
ligious worſhip, appear to be moral duties, there muſt of neceſſity be a 
fixed time, in order to our attendance thereon, Hence it evidently ſeems 
moſt fit and agreeable, that a particular day ſhould be appointed, 
eſpecially for the purpoſe of ſocial religion. But after theſe remarks are 
ſeriouſly weighed, we would leave it to every conſcientious mind to deter- 
mine for himſelf, whether we can with more propriety call the fourth 
commandment a po/itive or a moral precept. 

The concluſion of this precept informs. us, that Jehovah SIe and 
hallowed the ſabbath-any, which mode of expreſſion, naturally recalls to 
our remembrance, a ſimilar form of ſpeech made uſe of in Gen. ii. 3. 
What can we imagine is intended by God's bl:/i:-g and hallowing or 
Jan@ifying a day? When he is ſaid to Bleſs a perſon, we frequently under- 
ſtand by it, the beſtowment of ſome good. But, in what ſenſe can he be 
ſaid to %% a day? What peculiar good can he confer on it? We anſwer, 


he hath honoured and dignified it in an eminent way and manner. Or, in 


the language of ſcripture, he hath ha/lowed, or ſanctiſed it. May not 

this latter form of ſpeech be underſtood as explanative of the former? Is 

it any unnatural force on the text to ſay, that his ble//ing of the day, 

conſiſts in his hallowing or ſunctiching it? Admitting this to be the = 

in what ſenſe can God be ſaid to /andify a day? It cannot be by the 
: . . ; B 


infuſion 


1 
fnſuſion of holineſs into it. A period of time 1s not capable of being 
74 in this view: but only rational creatures, as men or angels. It 
muſt thereſore be by a ſelling it apart to an holy purpoſe ; it is ſandified, 
as /eparated from a common, and dedicated to an holy uſe or end, as the 
tabernacle or temple was ſandtified of old. It is a day ſet apart for man 
to keep holy unto God, 
| Behold the dignity of the /a#barh/ How honourable in its origin! 
Let us look back to the garden of Eden. There we find this ſacred day. 
Take a view of our firit parents in a ſtate of innocency. They began 
their lives, by keeping it holy to God. They gave the firſt fruits of their 
time, to their creator. Nor can any rob us of this bleſſed day, without 
| firlt ſcaling the walls of paradiſe, and plundering that happy ground. 
| Let ſuch ſtand and tremble at the fight of the flaming ſword, that turns 
| every way to guard the holy commandment. | 
| In addition to what has been ſaid, it may not be amiſs to eyquire what 
traces we can find of the prevalence of ſuch a practice among the people 
| of God, in the different ages of the world. As to the patriarchs, we are 
not expreſsly informed how they acted.“ The very conciſe manner, in Ly 
which Moles, as an hiſtorian, runs through the firſt periods of time, 
ſufficiently accounts for his ſilence on many heads. Yet a ſtrong probabi- 
lity ariſes on the affirmative ſide of the queſtion, from their diſtinguiſhing \ 
time by weeks of ſeven days. See Gen. viii. 10--12. xxix. 27. ls it not c 
difficult to account for the prevalence of ſuch a practice, on any other 1 
ſuppoſition, than that of ſome ſuch divine appointment, as the above 2 
N 
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mentioned? Nor is it at all improbable, that the day, in the time of cb, 
when the“ ſons of God came to preſent themſelves before the Lord,” 


Job 1. 6. was the abbath, when thoſe who feared the Lord, affembled for * 
a&ts of ſocial worſhip. Expreſs mention is made of it in the 16tb chapter a 
of Exodus, prior to the giving of the law on mount Sinai. Here we may 1 
| obſerve, that the manner in which Moſes ſpeaks of it, does not look like 86 
1 the delivering out of a new command, but rather, as referring to an th 
* inſtitution already well known. Hence, he does not give them any general a\ 
directions, relative to the day at large. but only how they ſhould act with ſo 
regard to the anna. As it was not to fall on the /a ,t, they were to of 

gather a double quantity the preceding day. Thus, to give them infor- 
; mation what to expect, and direction how to act, in a new, and very we 
ſingular circumſtance, ſeem to be the very reaſons, why the /a5bath is at H 
all mentioned. | | ob 
To paſs unnoticed a variety of paſſages wherein the be is men- 60 
tioned under the Jegoiſb diſpenſation, let us remark, that the obſervance by 


of it in goſpel times was foretold in prophecy, even during that period, 
Thus Iſaiah, deſcribing the ſtate of things under the New Tefament, when 
ſpeaking of the abolition of the ceremonial-zaw, and foretelling the calling 
of Gentile nations, particularly inſiſts on the reſpect that ſhall then be 
Paid to the /ab4ath, and ranks the obſervation of it among mera/ precepts; 
ai. lvi. 1--8. The perſons immediately ſpoken of, aze eunuchs and 

| | ſtrangers. 


* Rut, (as Dr. Watts has obſerved) ſuppoſe the bible was entirely filent-on this 
ſubjet; yet it may be juſtly remarked here, that as there is an expreſs inflicution of A 
ſabbath in the beginning of the bible, without any plain and unconteſted example ol 
the practice dn the patriarchal ages; ſo in. the firſt chriſtian age, there are ſeveral plain 

examples of the practice of keeping the Lord's day, without any expreſs 8 of it 
in the New Teſtament. But as from ſuch cbriſtian examples, we reaſonably 1nier 
AN INSTITUTION ; fo from the ancient inflitntinn, we as reaſoraþbly infer, that thers 


were ſome PATRIARCHAL EXAMPLES of the praftice, Dr. Watts, on the holin%s 
of times, &c. vec his works, vol. II. page 399% 
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C3 
ſtrangers. Theſe were forbid the privileges of God's houſe, by the cere- | or 


monial law, in Deut. xxiii. 1-3. Now while their freedom from its 
reſtrictions is pointed out, their obligation to keep the /abbath, is inſiſted 
on as a matter of great importance, ; 

To come down to the New Teſament itſelf, Here we find Jeſus ex- 
planing and ſettling the laws reſpecting the manner in which it ſhall be 
obſerved. See Matt. xii. 1-13. Can we ſuppoſe he would have done this, 
if it was not to remain as a ſtanding duty in the churches? That a day 

was obſerved as a /abbath, by the apoilles, and the firſt chriſtian churches, 
is plain from the inſpired hiſtoric page, and the moſt authentic accounts 
of the following ages. Nay, in all tucceeding periods of time, down to 
the preſent, in all parts, almolt all that have borne the chriſtian name, 
have united in this practice, however various their opinions may have 
been on many other ſubjects. And one thing, all who are converſant 
with the pages of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory muſt allow, that when, either in 
general or particular inſtances, any eminent meaſures of the hfe and 
power of religion have been diſcovered, a proporticnable regard for the 
anctification of the Lord's day, has been manifeſted. 

Some very important queſtions, brethren, relative to the ſubjeQ in hand, 
mult either be entirely paſſed by, or very flightly touched. The former 
will be the cafe with regard to ſeveral. » One however, treſpecting the change 
of the day, we wiſh not quite to omit. True, a difference in opinion 
upon this head, between us, and ſome of our chriſtian friends, we think 
a matter of very {mall importance, compared with a denial of our obliga- 
tions to obſerve a /abbath at all. Though we own that an uniformity in 
judgment up6n the former head, woald be exceedingly ayrecapble ; yet, 
we can readily embrace ſuch as differ from us in this particular, in the 
arms of chriſtian affection; but as to the latter, while we pity their per- 

| ſons, we would reprobate their ſentiments with the warmeſt abhorrence. 
Sentiments like theſe are pregnant with miſchief, We ſhould conſider 
their prevalence as dreadfully injurious to the intereſts of religion, and 
awfully pernicious to the welfare of our country. Love to the good of 
ſociety, but eſpecially love to the fouls of men, would conſtrain us to 
oppoſe them with all our might. 1 

Reſpecting the change of the ſabbath from the Jwenth day to the jirf, 
we would here iatroduce an extract from a late pious and judicious divine. 
He juſtly remarks concerning the firit day ot the week, which we now 
obſerve as the chriſtian ſabbath, that “ Ihe fourth commancment affords 
no objection againſt this being the day that ſhould be the /abbath. It 
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e « ſays, Six days thou fhalt labour, and the ſeventh thou jhalt reft; which 

J. * implies no more, than that after fix days labour, we ſhall, upon the [4 
en * next to the ſixth, reſt and keep it holy. And ſo, io be ſure, we are 2 
8 « obliged to do for ever. But the words no way determine where thoſe | 
be * ſix days ſhall begin, and ſo, where the re or /abbath ſhalt fall. There 


is no direction in the fourth commandment, how to reckon the time, 
© i. e. Where to begin and end it. That is not here meddled with, but 
is ſuppoſed to be determined by another precept. It ſuppoſes a parti- 
cular day appointed, but does not appoint any. It requires us to keep 
holy a ſeventh day, one after every ſix days, which particular day, God 
either had, or ſhould appoint. The chriſtian ſabbath, in the ſenſe of 
the fourth command, is as much the ſeventh day, as the jewiſh ſabbath; 
© becauſe 1t is kept every ſeventh day, as much as that; it is kept after 
fix days labour, as well as that; it is the ſeventh, reckoning from the 
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% beginning of our firſt working day, as well as that was the ſeventh, 
% from the beginning of their firſt working day.— Neither does any juſt 
4% objection ariſe from theſe words following, 1. e. For in fix days the 
% Lord made heaven and earth, the ſea, and all that in them is, and reſted 
« the ſeventh-day; wherefore the Lord blefſed the SABBATH-DAY, and 
* hallowed it. Theſe words are not made iniigntficant to chriſtians, by 
« the inſtitution of the chritian ſabbath. They ſtill remain in their full 
« force, as to that which is principally intended by them. They were 
« deſigned to give us a reaſon why we are to work but ſix days at a time, 
« and then reſt on the ſeventh, becauſe God hath ſet us the example. 
« And taken fo, they remain ſtill in as much force as ever they were. 
« his is the reaſon ſtill, as much as ever it was, why we may work but 
« ſix days at a time. What is the reaſon, that chriſtians reſt every ſeventh, 
« and not every eighth, or ninth, or tenth day? It is becauſe God 
1% worked fix days, and reſted the ſeventh.” * 

As God, in the character of Creator, ordained a day to be kept in 


honour of his reſting from his work, fo it ſeems but natural, that when he 
appears in the character of Redeemer, and reſis from an infinitely greater 


work, than that of creation, a day ſhould be kept in honour of that 
xd event, Yet it would be arrogating an improper power to our- 
elves, to appoint one, without ſome evidences of a divine warrant, Now 
we may obſerve, that Chriſt in a peculiar manner 4onoured the firſt day of 
the week; or, as it is commonly, and very properly called, the Lok p's- 
Day. On it, he roſe from the grave, in triumph over the powers of 
death and hell, bringing life and immortality to light. On the firſt day, 
he appeared to his diſciples, and ſpoke peace to their troubled minds, 
John xx. 19. Thus, as on this day, he entered into reſt himſelf, fo he 
introduced his diſtreſſed diſciples into it alſo, We have full evidence, 
that it was the practice of the apoſtles to aſſemble in a ſocial manner, on 
this day, and that in order to attend to ſuch ſervices and acts, as, though 
not unlawful on any other day, are yet peculiarly proper for the /abbarh. 
John xx. 19. xx. 7. 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. Alſo, we may jutt obſerve, 
that the apoſtles were to teach their followers, to obſerve all things what- 
ſoever Chriſt had commanded them. Matt. xxviii. 20. And in order 
that they might be fully inſtructed how to act, Jeſus ſpent 40 days with 
them; „ ſpeaking cf the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.“ 
ACts-i. 3. Now, though we have no direct precept for the change of the 
day, left on record, any more than for infant baptiſm, yet had we as fair 
a precedent for the latter, as we have for the former, we ſhould, without 
any heſitation; directly attend to the practice. That the apoltles obſerved 
the firſt day of the week as a abbath, is plain, we think, to a demonſtra- 
tion, It is fact, that then there aroſe ſuch a cuſtom in the churches. Had 
we no proof from the New Teſtament, of its being apottolical, we ſhould 
reject it. But having ſatisfactory evidence on this head, we e > 

| . "4 


See Jonathan Edwards's ſermons on the Perpetuity and Change of the Sabbath, —1N 
a volume of 15 ſermons, printed at Hartford, in Connecticut. 1780, 
+ ** When Paul went into the jewwi/b ſynagogues on their ſabbath, i | 
„ apprfffend, from a ſenſe of obligation to obſerve that day, but from a zealous diſ- 
„ poſition to take the opportunity of ſull aſſemblies, as he ſ-metimes did ot the great 
* concourſe of people at the paſſever and penteceſt, to preach to jews and proſelytes. 
© But I cannat find one inſtance in all the New Teſtament, of the apoities ever call- 
ing any one chriſtian church together, or of their ever meeting as ſuch, on the ſeventh 


* day; and though judaizing chriſtians, and, perhaps, ſome othe's, in tenderneſs to 


them, might obſerve both days for ſome time; yet pentile churches conſtantly Kept 
* to the fir ff day of the week, as appears from 1 Ccr. xvi. 2.” See Dr, Guyte's Para- 


Fhtaſe on Acts xx, 6, Marginal Note. 


t was not, 3261 
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And as a change of the day to be kept holy unto the Lord, evidently took 
place, ſo it ſeems to have aſſumed a ve name, i. e. that of the Lox p's- 


paY. Thus the chriftian ſabbath may be called by way of eminence, 


as the inſtituted memorial of his death is called the Lox y's-sUPPER, 


1 Cor, xi. 20. Let this day be ſacred, through all the tabernacles of 
zion, to the honour of him, who is the brightneſs of the Father's glory, 
and the appointed heir of all things; the ſaviour of the church, and the 
governor of the univerſe; the king of ſaints, and the final judge of all 


intelligent agents! | 
Diſmiſſing theſe enquiries, we now proceed, brethren, to point out the 


-#nanner in which it ſhould be obſerved. Our directions are recorded in 


the divine page. He, whoſe inſtitution alone it is, has a right to preſcribe 
how it ſhall be kept, Remember to keep it holy, In it no manner of 
work is to be done. It is a day that 1s bleſſed and hallowed by the great 
God. | | 
On this day, you will carefully aan from whatever is unlawful, 
Study, in an attentive manner, the nature of the divine command. As 


you wiſh to act with chriſtian integrity, impartially examine the rule of 


your duty. What may be lawful, what may be duty on another day, may 


be, and in numerous inſtances is, abſolutely ſinful on this. Make con- 


ſcience of your conduct. Let no part of the ſabbath be appropriated to 
worldly buſineſs, the ſettling of your accompts, unprofitable viſits, and 


journeys of pleaſure, or fog the proſecution of ſecular ſchemes. True, 


works of nece//ity and mercy are allowed; but we ſhould be very ſerious 
and cautious, even in determining what may be ſo, A ſtrong inclination 
of mind to any work, that may promiſe conſiderable profit or advantage, 
is in danger of influencing the judgment, to call it a zecef/ary one. 

And while you carefully abſtain from that which is evil, you will 
conſcientiouſly fo/low after what is good. Why are you to lay aſide your 
worldly employ? One chief reaſon is, that you may be at leiſure to ſerve 


God. Are not religious exerciſes, the proper buſineſs of the day? Theſe 


are of various kinds; ſome private, and ſome public. 

But let us conſider the ſubject a little more cloſely. Remember, 
brethren, that you ought to keep the day complere/y, 1. 6, keep the whole 
of it. We are much afraid, that here, many are awfully defective. You 
ſhould Begin the day as early as you do any other in an ordinary way. 
Beware of ſpending more of that precious morning in your beds, than 
you do in common the reſt of the week. Let not the readineſs with which 
you ariſe to attend the concerns, of the world through the week, exceed 
the alacrity with which you leave your beds on the abbath morning, to 
diſcharge the ſacred duties of that holy day. Be not in a hurry to cloſe 
the day. Sacred hours are precious. Rob not God, or your own ſouls, 
of holy time. Make the day that is devoted to the fervice of God, as 
long, as in an ordinary way,. you make the days allotted you to purſue 
the world. If love to the world has the predominance over your heart, 
your relipion is vain. But, brethren, we hope better things of you, and 
thngs that accompany ſalvation, though we thus ſpeak, 

Are not the duties of the day ſufficiently numerous and important, to 
engage the wwhele of it? Let us divide them into three claſſes. Some 
belong to the houſe of God; ſome to the family; and ſome to the cloſer, 
Let us begin with the cloſer. Here you ſhould enter upon, and end the 
day. Here is abundance of very ſeriovs employ. You have the ſcriptures 
bo read; the exerciſes of prayer and praiſe, of meditation and felf-exa- 

: ; | mination 
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mination to attend upon. Let us proceed to the family. Some of you 
are heads, in thoſe little ſocieties. Remember, that you have their ſouls 
as well as their bodies, under your care. Vou ſhould read the word of 
God to them. They need your inſtruction. As you ought to pray with . 
them daily, ſo on the abbath eſpecially, You are to be, as it were, 
prieſt and king in your family. Add the duties of the houſe of God. 
You will not forſake the aſſembling of yourlelves together. In your 
public ſocial worſhip, you openly own God, while you wait for, and 
jometimes happily find him owning of you. This is a grand end of the 
inſtitution. Certainly there is full employ, for the whole of the day. You 
may obſerve the men of. the world all alive in their purſuits. ' Surely you 
bave /aperior motives to activity. Study then to excel them in diligence 
and activity. | 
You will at once recolle&, brethren, that the /abbarb is to be kept in 
a /piritual manner, or, in other words, that the ſervices to be performed 
are ſpiritual. To perform a ſervice in a ſpiritual manner, is to perform 
it with the heart, and that in a right temper and frame. The leaſt atten- 
tion to the divine command, mult at once ſhew, that not only eutward 
as, but inward di/pofitions are required. For full and decifive proof of 
this, we need only to refer you to the 222 in which Chriſt explains 
ſeveral parts of the moral law, in the 5th chapter of Matthew ; or to his 
language, when he collects the ſum of it, into two general precepts, in 
Matt. xxii. 37--39. You remember the language of Jeſus, John w. 24. 
% God is a /prri/, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip in pirit and 
truth.” Our obligation to worſhip God in pirit, or in a /piritual manner, 
ariſes from the /p:rituality of his nature. Was God a corporeal being, 
mere bodily acts might ſerve ; but ſeeing he is a /pirit, his worſhip mult 
be agreeable to his nature. Not that bodily worſhip is to be diſcarded: 
"ms e. worſhipped his divine Father with his body as well as ſoul, 
ut, with this, never reſt ſatisfied. God demands the whole man, but 
looks principally at the heart. Conſider this as the mark by which you 
are to diſtinguiſh between ſincerity and hypocriſy in religious acts. As 
an holy prieſthood, offer up /pirizzal ſacrifices,” 1 Pet. ii. 5, Be eafneſt 
with God for the gift of his HoLy Spikir, in an abundant meaſure, 
Seek his divine influences, to furniſh you with /pirzzual ability, in order 
that you may be found in the diſcharge of that which is your indiſpenſible 
duty. Highly prize his ſacred operations. Thele are the real excellency 
of all religious duties. Brilliant parts and abilities, natural or acquired, 
can never ſupply their place. | | 
If the /abbath 1s thus to be kept in a ſpiritual manner, or with a right 
temper and frame of mind, let us a little ſhew wherein it conſiſts. When 
you conſider the authority of the inſtitution, certainly it calls for reverence 
and holy awe; while an attention to the kindneſs and condeſcenſion it 
diſcovers, demands the warmelt gratitude. If you review the nature of 
your employ, employ a kin to that of heaven, employ in which you hope 
eternally to be engaged, ſurely chearfulneſs becomes you. When you 
reflect upon the infinite diſtance, not only natural but moral, at which 
you ſtand from the great object of your worſhip, you ought to be clothed 
with Zumility; and ſeeing you have to do with a God that ſearches the 
hearts, aud trieth the reins, it ſhould be with ſincerity. Look well to the 
ends you have in view. Your firſt aim ſhould be that God may be 
glorifed. Next to this, you ought to eye your own edification. Here 
examine clolely, leſt you be miltaken, Your danger is great, INIT a 
e 5 car 
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heart is very deceitful. If your ende are carnal, your duties cannot be 
ſpiritual, Finally, remember the only way in which your worſhip can be 
accepted. It is through the mediation of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Pet. ii. 5. 
Since the fall, there is no friendly intercourſe with God, but through a 
mediator. In this way, divine majeſty is diſcovered, and rich mercy 
diſplayed. i | 
Seeing, brethren, the ſervice of the day is of a ſpiritual nature, you ought 
to watch againſt whatever may have a tendency to carnalize the mind. 
Some attention to your very food may not be improper. Guard againſt 
an exceſſive indulgence of your appetites, eſpecially on the Lord's-day. 
Some people have a cuſtom of getting the beſt dinner they have in all the 
week on the ſabbath, on which account it is too frequent for one of the 
family to be detained from divine ſervice in the morning to prepare it; 
while it may be all are rendered leſs fit for public worſhip in the afternoon, 
as a full ſtomach, eſpecially if the food is rich, naturally tends to promote 
drowſineſs, liſtleffneſs, and inattention.— Array yourſelves in a clean and 
decent manner, but beware of that apparel which con ſumes a large portion 
of time in putting it on. When ſo much time is ſpent at the o laß, 


there is but little remains for your bible, and your 4nees.—Attend public 


worſhip regula:ly and ſeriouſly, Be preſent at the beginaing of the 
ſervice. Rob not yourſelf of the firſt part of the opportunity, nor diſturb 
the devotion of others, by being too late.—-While there, watch againtt 
drowlinefs. Remember, that while you are afleep, your pew is juſt as 
good a worſhipper as you are, though not ſo offenſive either to God or 
man, Forget not, that one end of worſhip is, to have zntercour/e with. 
God. Solemn thought !—When worſhip is over, depart with a becoming 
gravity, How diſgraceful to ſee a congregation all in a hurrv, as if they 
were ſtriving to fee, who could quit the place fixſt! Such perſons ſcem 
as if they thought, that they had been in a priſon, and are ſo pleaſed to 
ſee the doors opened, that they are ready to leap out for joy.-Qn your 
way home, act in character. Recollect where you have been, and the 
ſolemn account you have to give, Examine what advantage you have 
received, and enquire what you can do for God and his cauſe, more than 
you have ever yet done. Aſk your conſcience, what you have to be 
thankful for, and of what to be aſhamed. —Shun the various avocations 
and amuſements by which ſacred time is often waſted.— Walking in the 
fields for mere recreation, or ſtanding at your door to fee every body that 
paſſes by, are practices that muſt pain the mind on ſerious reflection. 
When the topics of your converſation are, news from Abroad, or the 
fituation of the nation at home; the ſtate of the markets around, or the 
common affairs in life, your conduct is a direct breach of the /abbarh, 
On it, you are required, not to find your-own pleaſure, or ſpeak your 
own words, but to call it a delight, the holy of the Lord, and honourable, 
{pending it in honouring him. Iſa. lviii. 13. | 
Thus, dear brethren, we have given you another proof of our real 
affectionate concern for your trueſt welfare. You will cheartully permit 
us, before we cloſe, a little to exforce the matter. Conſider the authority 


of the command. It is not of men, but of God. The firſt inſtitution of 


a /abbath was in paradiſe, It was afterwards delivered to Moſes on the 


mount, with all the awful ſolemnity imaginable.— Weigh the example of 


Jehovah. He reſted on the ſeventh day. He prop ſes his conduct to 
you for your imitation. He afligns this as a reaſon why you ſhould keep 
a /abbath. What dignity is there in the pattern !—Review the Je/ign of 


the 


with God. Why do many complain of uncomfortable /abbarhs, barren 


dna render them mote uſeful members of ſociety at large, 
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the day. It commemorates the greateſtſof events. The creation of the 
univerſe is wonderful, but the redemption of the church is infinitely more 
aſtoniſhing. How glorious the reſt of our redeemer! And does not this 
day ſhadow forth the ſpiritual reſt enjoyed by every believer in Jeſus ! 
Does it not ſtand as a type of that bleſſed reſt, that remains for the people 
of God?—Think of the may. Is it not the nobleſt in its nature? Here 
is honour. *Tis the employ of heaven, begun on earth.—Recolle& the 
benefit you have enjoyed. Have not you reaſon to be thankful for the 
ſabbath? Have not ſome of the ſweetelt ſeaſons you ever enjoyed, been 
on this happy day? - Pleaſant were the hours when you retired from the 
world, and enjoyed your God, You then ſaid, “ a day in thy courts is 
better than a thouſand elſewhere.” When. at a diſtance, you longed for 
its arrival. When it drew nigh, you welcomed its approach. You ſpent 


the ſacred hours with ſweet delight. You thought a ſeat at the feet of 


Jeſus, a happy place. You met his ſaints; and pleaſure ran through your 
ſouls; joy ſmiled in your countenances. You envied not a monarch on 


his throne, —But the day cloſed. You mourned its departure. You were | 


ready to exclaim, O for an eternal /abbath!” Sometimes you have | 
been confined from the gates of Zion, by the hand of providence, Was 


not this circumſtance thought the bittereſt ingredient in your cup? You 0 
were ready to cry out, When ſhall I come and appear before God?“ : 
And when you enjoyed the proſpect of enlargement, you broke out, and e 
laid, “ Now ſhall 1 go unto the altar of God, to God my exceeding joy.“ 1 
And do you not ſtill need /ab5barhs* Can you live without them now? . 
No, ſay you, ** "This is the day which the Lord hath made, we will rejoice t 
and be glad in it.” | | It 
We might farther add, the awful conſequences that often attend a breach N 
of the abbath.“ Sin is of an hardening nature in general; but this ſeems _ lo 
to be peculiarly ſo. That courſe of wickedneſs which brings many to an 10 
ignominious and untimely end, often begins with this fin; witneſs the ja 
dying confeſſions of multitudes of malefactors at the fatal tree. God has, th 
in various ages of the world, executed ſingular judgments upon the 
breakers of the fourth commandment. And what ſorer, or more awful be 
puniſhment, than to be given up to vice? Is not this a ſpecial token of yo 
divine anger? A little attention to ſarrounding facts, will ſoon convince or 
us, that this is in a peculiar manner the caſe, with regard io /abbath- Dc 
breakers. —Nay, he threatens heavy judgments, even upon his own people, in 
when they do not hallow: his /abbaths. Jer. xvii. 27. May not a want of | 
a proper regard to the /ar&;/ication of the Lord's-dny, while it is an evidence der 


of the low eltate of religion with many, be conſidered as a cau/e why God 
ſtands at a dance from them, as to his reviving preſence? Sin is of a 
provoking nature. It grieves the Holy Spirit. It interrupts communion 


opportunities in the houſe of God, or great darkneſs of mind in their 
| general 


5 


® It may be hoped, that the prevailing prad ice of eſtabliſhing ſchools upon the 
Lord's-day, may be attended with the moſt beneficial effeas. Love to our country, 
but eſpecially love to religion, ſhould rouſe in our boſoms a warm concern for the 
welfare of the rifing age. The proper education of youth, is a matter of the higheſt 
importance, "The manner in which the ſabbath-day is ſpent by multitudes, has the 
molt perniciovs effect upon their minds and morals. On it a greater progreſs is com- 
monly made in vice, than upon the other tix, According ro the preſent laudable 
3 many are in a great meaſure preſerved trom what would be hurtful; and, by _ 

eing taught to read, and regularly brought to the public worſhip of God, are in the 
way to learn that, which, through a divine bleſſing, may be profitable to themſelves, 


„ 


eeneral walk? Is there not a cauſe? If the Holy Spirit is withdrawn, 
what has occaſioned his departure? May not this be one reaſon? 
Let ys here inſert a word of admonition to ſome who appear defeQive 
in 5 and yet, we hope, are not paſt feeling. True, this fin 18 
of an hardening nature. But, reflect, if capable of reflection, for a 
moment. Though the work is painful, it is very neceſſary. Are you 
ſeeking your own pleaſure on this day, by indulging yourſelves in idle 
walks, unneceſſary journeys, or formal viſits? Do you never think of, 
the danger of God's 4% leaſure? Do you value the former fo highly, 
that you will deliberately run the riſk of the latter? - Or, are you attend- 
ing to your own aver upon it. Can you aſk the bleſſing of heaven upon 
what you do. Do you make it a point to acknowledge God in all your 
ways? Can you boldly pray to him to ſmile upon your /abbath day 
buſineſs? Are you never afraid, that the profits of your trade, or calling 
in life, thus followed, ſhould be as a moth or ruſt in your ſubſtance, and 
eat it all up? Do you never fear, leſt God ſhould curſe you through all 
the reſt of the week, becauſe you thus rob. him, upon his own day ? 
O conſider your ways! | 
| But to return to our chriſtian brethren, whom in this letter we more imme=- 
| diately addreſs, You, beloved, may conſider a true reliſb for the ſabbath, 
and the work of the day, as an evidence, that your religion is genuine. It is 
| one part of the character of God's people, that they “ call the /abbath 
: a delight.” Iſai. lviii. 13. This is an evidexce of a begun meztne/5, for 
ö 


the eternal /abbath on high. Do you then love the day? Do you love 
the work of the dav? Do you love the aſſemblies of Zion? Do you love 
it as an holy day? Ts it in your heart to keep it holy unto the Lord? Do 
F you lament the imperfections attending you in /an#ifying it? Do you 
; Wh love the very proſpect of an endleſi /abbath, where all ſhall be, holineſs to 
g the Lord? Then take encouragement. Chear up. At the cloſe of every 
0 ſabbath, look forward to that beyond the bounds of time; to that aboye 
the ruinable ſkies. | | 7 
We may add, the degree of that reliſh you have for the /a5bath, may 


1 be conſidered as a rule by which you may meaſure the fate of religion in 
f your ſouls. Is it in a lively, or languiſhing ſituation? Is it advancing 
e or declining ? Is there not only a true, but a warm reliſh for God's day? 
* Does the fire of love increaſe? Thus try and examine the „ate of religion 
in your own hearts. | 
of Finally, brethren, ſuffer the word of exhortation once more. Remem- 
oe der, that though a due attention to the Lord's-day, or chriſtian ſabbath, 
\d is an article of great importance, yet the manner in which you ſpend the. 
2 her /ix, is not a matter of indifferency. Let your conduct in the world 
on de conſiſtent with that in the houſe of God. Give no occaſion to any in 
en the week, to reproach you with hypoeriſy on the /abbatzh. Rather, let it 
eir appear, ſeeing the Lord s-day is the firſt in the week, that through the 
ral hole, your practice is under the influence of what you then profeſſed. 
Now the God of peace, that broujhe again from the dead our Lord 


the Jeſus, that great ſhepherd. of the ſheep, through the blood of the ever- 


9 alting coveuant, make you perfect in every good work, to do his will, 

eſt working in you that which is well-pleaſing-in his ſight, through Jeſus 

by Chriſt; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen, FB 

1 95 Signed on the behalf of the brethren, by 55 1 
| JOHN SUTCLIFF, Moderator. = 
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e are ſaved, Brother Mills prayed. Brother Hopper. preached from Pfal. 


(4 i } 2" . 
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The miniſters and meſſengers met in the place of worſhip, foon after e = 

d'clock. Brother Sutcliff was choſen moderator. Brother Ryland, jun. | 


began in prayer. Then the letters from the reſpective churches were readꝰ/ꝰ 


and minutes taken. After ſinging, brother Paine concluded with prayer. 
Met for prayer at fix o'clock on Wedneſday morning. Our 3 
Salmon, Thomas Edmonds, Burton, Prowit, Fletcher, and James, engaged. 
In the middle of the ſervice, ſeveral letters, which did not arrive in fulficient, 
time the preceding evening, were read, a f 55 
At ten o'clock, the public worſhip of the day began. Brother Greenwoad 
ayed, Brother Hall gave a ſhort account of the nature and deſign of tbe 
aſſociation, and prayed. Brother Fuller preached from Eph. ii. 5. By grate +. 


Cii. 16. When the Lord ſhall build up Zion, he fhall appear in bis glory. Brother : 
Gill concluded with prayer. | | | | 
Public worſhip again at fix o'clock. Brother Weſt prayed. Brother Sutcliff 
reached from Gal. ili. 19. e ba then ſerveth the lau? Brother John 

dmonds cloſed the public exerciſes of the day in prayer. „„ 

Thurſday morning, met at eight o'clock. Brother Fuller prayed, Some 
time was ſpent in relating our experiences, both as chriſtians and miniſters, 
the laſt year. Brother Morris cloſed in prayer. Afterwards the circular 
letter was read; the concerns of the aſſociation fund ſettled, &c, About? 
one o'clock the moderator cloſed the aſſociation with prayer. "10 


Upon a profeſſion of faith „„ Mp 
Added By letters of recommendation 5 ; 
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Letters were received from the church at Coduor, in Derbyſhire, and Ae 
Guilſborough, in Northamptonſbire, requeſting admiſſion into the affociationg; 
which was chearfully granted. The only alteration in their numbers in the 
paſt year, was by the addition of 10 members, viz. 9 to Codzor, and 1 c0 
Guiljoorough, whith are not included in the above account. 

N. B. Our brother David Evans, paſtor of the church at Thorn, informed 
us that the church under his care would have propoſed to enter into our 
aſſociate connection, had they not miſcanceived that an objection would 
ariſe from their ſituation, which will not admit of their having the annual 
meeting of the aſſociation held at their place. He was defired to inform the 
chureh, that ſeveral of the aflociate churches are in the ſame predicament, 
and that we ſhall be very ready to receive them, notwithſtanding that cirs 
cumſtance. | ; Y 

„Next aſſociation to be at Leiceſter, in the Whitſun-week z to meet on 
Tueſday evening, as uſual. Brother Mills, and brother Gill to preach ; ig 
caſe of failure, brother Hall, and brother Ryland, jun, e bf.» 
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